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Short form Words and pictures 

 
 
A short form Words & Pictures is a five-frame storyboard which helps the 
parent/s tells the child/ren in the immediacy what is happening, why and what 
the plan is. It keeps children grounded in the present.  
  
The structure 
First of all, concentrate on the words and don’t worry about the pictures yet. 
You will need to share the draft with the parent/s and where necessary amend: 

1. Title and positive frame - What is the focus of the storyboard eg ‘Why Jim 
is living in foster care’. What would the child/ren really welcome for 
example hearing what mum and dad are doing to make things better for 
them. What is driving the parents, eg ‘mum and dad love you’). 

2. Who is worried? – ‘Sally got together with Jim’s mum and dad to write 
this story to explain to Jim why he has been living in foster care since 
22/03/22.  

3. What are we worried about? - Re-write the danger statement in childlike 
language.  

4. What happened then? - This is where you explain what did happen to the 
child/ren due to the worries.  

5. What are we doing about the worries? - Eg ‘Mum and dad have been 
speaking to the Social Worker to work out a plan so that you can all find 
a way of living together in a way that you are happy and safe. They are 
going to find some people who will help you and them with this’.  

 

 

 



Examples 

 
 

 


